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a great
scholar
& friend
In Memory of Professor
Kathleen F. Brickey

K

athleen F. Brickey, a giant in the field of white collar crime and the longserving James Carr Professor of Criminal Jurisprudence at Washington
University School of Law, passed away on June 19, 2013.
Professor Brickey, who joined the law faculty in 1976, was widely recognized
as a renowned and prolific scholar in the field of criminal jurisprudence and as
an outstanding professor. She was often ahead of her time in her scholarship
and research. In 1984, she published a three-volume treatise, Corporate Criminal
Liability. The New York Times, in an April 2013 article on women pioneers in the
field of white collar crime, called Professor Brickey “the dean of the field.”
The article noted that she published the first law school text on the topic and
that her treatise came out “long before corporate criminal liability became a
topic of public debate.” In fact, Corporate Criminal Liability preceded the Enron
financial accounting fraud scandal by 17 years; the scandal became the subject of
her more recent scholarship. Her casebook, Corporate and White Collar Crime, now
in its fifth edition, is the leading student text in the field.
In 2008, Professor Brickey pioneered another area of legal scholarship with
her book, Environmental Crime: Law, Policy, Prosecution. The first law school text
devoted exclusively to the study of environmental crime, it was published before
one of the most significant environmental disasters and criminal cases of our
time—the 2010 Deepwater Horizon explosion, oil spill, and resulting criminal
and civil proceedings.
One of Professor Brickey’s interests was the impact of extensive media coverage
on the outcome of high-profile cases like Enron, Deepwater Horizon, and the
Martha Stewart scandal. She was concerned with the potential of aggressive
media coverage and manipulation of publicity to undermine the court system.
Over the course of her distinguished career, Professor Brickey wrote more than
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20 substantive articles about the Enron scandal and its
progeny, other corporate liability issues, the federalization
of criminal law, and environmental crime.
The first female law faculty member to be named
to a chaired professorship in 1989, Professor Brickey
received a Washington University School of Law Alumni
Distinguished Teaching Award, Washington University
Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award, and several Israel
Treiman Faculty Fellowships—the law school’s most
competitive research grant. Her Criminal Law course was
very popular among first-year students, who revered her
for her rigor, respectful demeanor, generosity, kindness,
and dedication to their education and welfare. Professor
Brickey also taught advanced courses on corporate and
white collar crime, environmental crime, and seminars on
more specialized topics.
“The enthusiasm she brought to each course and to
each student she taught, year after year, is a testament to
Kathy’s passion and commitment to teaching,” said Kent
Syverud, dean of the law school and the Ethan A.H. Shepley
Distinguished University Professor. “She was a brilliant
scholar whose work changed the field of corporate criminal
law, and she brought this expertise into the classroom.

“

“I had the privilege of attending Professor Brickey’s course
in White Collar Crime—a wonderful and engaging course.
As Professor Brickey and I became better acquainted, she
would ask about my job prospects, my goals, and my
family. She was kind and cared for me as an individual, and
I cannot thank her enough.”
George Bailey, JD ’13
research assistant, world trade center st. louis

“During my career as a federal prosecutor, Professor
Brickey’s three-volume treatise, Corporate Criminal Liability,
served me well on too many occasions to recount. It enabled
scores of millions in fines to be imposed on corporate
miscreants and, more important, the halting of largescale corporate criminal conduct in a variety of economic
sectors. Most important, however, was Professor Brickey’s
attitude: pure encouragement, helpful explanations, and
willingness to share ideas whenever I contacted her with
questions. She’s irreplaceable.”
Michael Fagan, JD ’77
adjunct professor & regional coordinator,
u.s. department of justice
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“She mentored numerous students into work with judges,
prosecutors, public defenders, the Justice Department, and
Attorneys General offices,” he continued. “Kathy was an
exemplary servant to our university and the law school
community. She will be greatly missed.”
Dorsey D. Ellis, Jr., dean emeritus and the William
R. Orthwein Distinguished Professor of Law Emeritus,
recalled, “I first met Kathy as a member of the law school
dean search committee in 1985–87. My regard for her good
judgment, leadership abilities, and conscientiousness
led me to call upon her a number of times since to chair
the faculty appointments committee, the law faculty’s
most critical and demanding committee. Her outstanding
record of service, both within the school of law and in the
profession, will be her lasting legacy.”
Among her many professional affiliations, Professor
Brickey was a member of the American Law Institute,
serving on its Federal Criminal Code Reform working
group. She also was a consultant to the United States
Sentencing Commission and a member of both the
consultative group for the Model Penal Code Sentencing
Project and the Society for the Reform of Criminal Law.
At the law school and university, she served on numerous
committees, including several dean search committees
and the committee that selected current Chancellor
Mark S. Wrighton.
Before joining Washington University, Professor Brickey
taught at the University of Louisville School of Law. She
also served as executive director of the Kentucky Judicial
Conference and Council and had worked as a criminal
law specialist and consultant to the Kentucky Crime
Commission. Professor Brickey received both her AB and
her JD from the University of Kentucky.
Professor Brickey is survived by her husband of 44 years,
James N. Brickey, and several nieces and nephews. To submit
a memory and/or make a contribution in her memory,
visit: law.wustl.edu/Brickeytribute.

“

“The Class of 1979 had Professor Brickey for Criminal Law
in 1976 when Professor Brickey was just a visiting professor.
Lucky for us and for all students who followed, she decided
to stay. I was blessed to be a research assistant for Professor
Brickey. She was more than a teacher. She was a mentor
and became a lifetime friend. She instilled an enthusiasm
for learning, analyzing, and teaching, as well as enjoying the
simple things in life. She left an imprint on my life that will
last forever. Rest in peace, my dear, dear teacher, mentor,
and friend.”
The Hon. Linnea Thompson, JD ’79
circuit court judge, fourteenth judicial circuit, illinois

“Before starting law school, I worked for the U.S. Attorney
in Washington, D.C., as an investigator. I thought I knew a
lot about criminal law, but I found out I knew nothing until
I took Criminal Law from Kathleen Brickey. Her brilliance
as an educator was only matched by her kindness as
a person.”
Kenneth Vuylsteke, JD ’80
adjunct professor and senior partner, fox & vuylsteke
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